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Where Has "Society" Been Positioned
in Japanese Language Education?

-A Survey Report of Academic Papers Published
in the Journal of Japanese Language Education

Ryuta Ushikubo, Makiko Fukumura

Abstract

We selected 65 articles from a total of 1,427 articles published in the academic journals “Japanese
Language Education”, then analyzed their contents to understand how the term “society” has been
used in Japanese language education. The term "society" was introduced in the 1980s in the context
of discussing sociolinguistics and Japanese affairs (Nihon-Jijyo). We found that “society” came to
be used in the context of discussing the purpose of Japanese language education after discussions
during the period when teaching methods were changing in the early 1990s. Furthermore, we learned
that “society” has become an important term in Community-based Japanese language education
especially with the increase in the number of foreign permanent residents in Japan after 2000.
Furthermore, the lack of sufficient discussion about what it means to "aim for society" in educational
practices suggests that there is no clear direction being set.
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